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Woodson spirit
School backers proved their case for renovations at this high school

Talk about school spirit! Parents of students and neighbors who live near Woodson High School have demonstrated incredible loyalty to their neighborhood school. 

For many, many months, and even years, they have worked hard to make county school board members and supervisors aware of the horrible conditions at that school, which just happens to rank among the county's best three academically.

Last week, during very long and drawn out public hearings on the proposed county budget for the coming fiscal year, Woodson backers came one by one--and family by family--to ask the county to put Woodson on its rightful place on the list of schools to be renovated.

Terri Hobson, a 1983 Woodson graduate who now teaches theater at the school, which was built in 1961, warned of the dangers on the Woodson theater stage, of broken cranks that led to lights falling on the stage, of catwalks that can no longer support the students that use them daily.

And, she told of ceiling tiles falling to the floor.

Student Jody d'Alelio, who is physically disabled, told of not being able to fit her wheelchair through doors on student bathrooms. She said she is forced to use the teachers' bathrooms. Often she finds them locked. She said she's forced to "hold it."

Theresa Jewell, a Woodson senior, talked about making her way to class through dark halls and puddles of water from pipes that burst overhead. She, too, talked about the bathrooms, saying stalls have no doors and that they are so dirty with grime that many students "wait until they get home."

Ellen Oppenheim, a parent, and president of the Woodson advocacy group known as Renovate to Educate the Next Era at Woodson, said a report by Peck & Peck Associates, a consulting firm, put Woodson on the top of the list of schools needing immediate attention.

Others said they and their neighbors would prefer not to have the county's tax rate lowered this year--in spite of increased assessments--if the money is used to upgrade schools.

Another said several high schools that were built long after Woodson have already been renovated.

For example, Chantilly High, built in 1972, and Robinson Secondary, built in 1969, have been updated dramatically.

Woodson parents, students and faculty members justifiably want money for planning the renovation of their school in the next bond referendum.

Their rational pleas shouldn't fall on deaf ears.

This school needs help now.
