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A new addition to the alphabet soup of political groups is advocating more state tax dollars for the three Rs.

RVS PAC - Renew Virginia Schools Political-Action Committee - said yesterday that it is a bipartisan organization that will work to elect in November "education-friendly" candidates to the General Assembly.

Instead of cash, the organization will contribute campaign services such as direct mail, telephone banks and road signs to a few Republicans and Democrats who favor additional aid for public schools.

Robert Griendling of Fairfax, a co-founder, said that RVS PAC expects to be active in only a handful of races, perhaps six selected from 18 potentially competitive contests for the House of Delegates and Virginia Senate. Endorsements will be announced later this summer.

None are in the Richmond area, though a Senate campaign - between incumbent Democrat R. Edward Houck of Spotsylvania, a professional educator, and challenger Robert Stuber of Fredericksburg, a Republican operative - spans a district that includes part of Goochland County.

Griendling, a public-relations specialist with three teenage children in the Fairfax school system, said the committee is not pushing for a tax increase for education because "that's why we elect these guys: to figure out how to get the money."

RVS PAC joins a growing list of state and local groups aimed at harnessing grass-roots support for strengthened public funding for education. Allies say the case for helping primary and secondary education is acute; that assembly studies show the state shorting local schools by nearly $1 billion.

RVS PAC, which grew out of an effort in Fairfax to improve one of the county's high schools, said that it has coordinators in 12 localities, including Richmond. The group is recruiting elsewhere, and has put up a Web site: www.renewvaschools.org

The organization appears to have a centrist cast, drawing perceived moderates in both parties, some of whom have publicly battled with the conservative Republicans who dominate the assembly over tax and school policies.

RVS PAC includes among its supporters Sen. H. Russell Potts Jr., R-Winchester, the chairman of the Senate Education and Health Committee who narrowly survived a primary challenge last month; Del. Brian J. Moran, D-Alexandria, chairman of the House Democratic Caucus, and John T. "Til" Hazel, a prominent lawyer and developer pushing for additional dollars for colleges and universities.

 

