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FAIRFAX IN BRIEF
July 17, 2003, Va. A-4
New Political Group to Push For More Education Money 

Advocates for increased state education funding have formed a statewide bipartisan political action committee based in Fairfax County that aims to help elect what the group considers "education-friendly" candidates to the Virginia General Assembly.
The new group, called the Renew Virginia Schools PAC, plans parallel grass-roots campaigns in selected K-12 school districts, including Fairfax.
"By running a grass-roots effort independent of the candidate, we think we will be better able to energize school advocates as well as have greater capability with voters because we are aligned with an issue, not a political party," said Robert Griendling, a Fairfax resident who co-founded Renew, a separate advocacy group for K-12 education in the county.
Funds raised will not be donated directly to candidates. Instead money will pay for phone banks, direct mail, signs, sponsorship of candidate forums and other forms of communication.
A news release distributed by the PAC lists Fairfax developer John T. "Til" Hazel, state Del. Brian J. Moran (D-Alexandria) and state Sen. H. Russell Potts Jr. (R-Winchester) among the PAC's supporters.
Griendling said in the release that the group plans to target only competitive races in which there is a clear distinction between candidates.
The evaluation criteria that will determine which races the PAC will target is outlined on its Web site, www.renewvaschools.org.
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