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Saturday, September 27, 2003

School Board Member Heads Education Effort 
Whitmire Local Coordinator for N.Va. PAC 

By Kelly Cupp 
The Winchester Star 



A Winchester School Board member is at the head of the local effort for a statewide, grassroots campaign to increase state funding of public schools. 
Velma Whitmire said the political action committee Renew Virginia Schools is trying to increase the public’s awareness regarding state funding of the commonwealth’s public school system. 

Whitmire is the local volunteer coordinator for the Northern Virginia-based Renew Virginia Schools. 

She said the PAC isn’t aligned with a political party, but with the issue of state funding for schools. 

“If we begin to correct the problems at the state level, it will filter down to all localities,” Whitmire said. “Our goal is to get the legislators looking at overall education (within the state).” 

Robert Griendling, co-founder of the PAC, said people need to be aware and understand the relationship between schools and the state Legislature. 

When the state under funds education, Griendling said, local communities have to pick up the difference using real estate taxes. 

Whitmire said Renew Virginia Schools wants the state to fully fund the Standards of Quality, which define the subjects that students need to be taught, and fund any education mandates at the state level. 

In addition, she said, Renew wants funding for school renovation and construction to come from the state so students don’t have to attend class in modular classrooms. 

To accomplish these goals, Renew is taking its case to legislators in Richmond. 

The group is not only in contact with state legislators currently in office, but is identifying candidates to support for the upcoming November elections. 

Whitmire said Renew has sent candidates across the state questionnaires to complete. Their responses, along with subsequent interviews and, if applicable, past voting records, will determine which legislators are the most school-friendly. 

“We’re not here to grind any partisan ax,” Griendling said. 

After pledging its support for candidates, Whitmire said, the PAC doesn’t plan to supply them with campaign funds, but will help in other ways such as manning phone banks or placing signs along roadways. 

Since Renew Virginia Schools is such a new, grassroots group, Whitmire said, there isn’t really an organized PAC effort in Winchester. 

However, she said she hopes that changes once residents realize Renew isn’t about a political party. 

“This is a way to give the regular, everyday person a voice in Richmond.” 

Whitmire said Renew will stay active after the Nov. 4 elections to offer a chance for people to network with others who are concerned about state funding of public schools. 

“We’ll be keeping a pulse on what’s going on in Richmond,” she said. “We want to let the Senate know there is support for education.” 

— For more information on Renew Virginia Schools, call Whitmire
at (540) 667-4529 or log on to www.renewvaschools.org. 


_1126593320.doc
[image: image1.png]e Winchester Star







